group of people who welcome industrialism does not coin-
cide with the western group, and the group which deplores
it with the eastern group. They cut across.

7. Status of Women

Is it a cultural-trait of western civilization that women
are free and have equal status with men?   Was it so among
all the peoples of the culture-area   of the West and during
all the time that it has been western civilization?   A glance
at the history of the status of women in Europe during the
ages will show that this was not so.   Among the Greeks the
position of women was one of subordination to men.   Their
function was to serve and to amuse their men.   Among the
Romans it was no other.   "Our fathers," says the elder Cato
"have willed that women should be in the power of their
fathers, of their brothers, of their husbands."   Christianity
reiterated the Roman tradition. "Wives,'* it enjoined, "submit
yourselves unto your husbands as unto the Lord." Ecclesias-
tical law authorised a man to enforce obedience from his
wife by beating her with *'whips and cudgels."1   According
to the law of Patria Potestas " women were in perpetual
legal tutelage ... They had no rights of citizenship, bear no
legal witness, not choose their own domicile.   Their husb"
ands   were   their   proprietors",2   "From   the   thirteenth
century, when the Church completed a despotic power over
European life, the position of women steadily worsened",3
"It was far lower than the one she held in the Egyptian, the
Babylonian, the Hitite and in the later stages, the Greco-
Roman civilization.4   "By the time of the  Refotmatibn

1.   Schmalhausen and Calverton, WOMEN'S COMING OF AGE,
pp. 5-6.

2.   Winifred Holtby, WOMEN, p, 20.

3.   Schmalhausen and Caiverton, WOMEN'S COMING OF. AGE*

p. 59.

4.   Ibid, p. 61.
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